West Raleigh Presbyterian Church

Stephen Ministry Communion Service

January 14, 2004

(**Note:  This service of Communion was put together by Rev. Dr. Joseph Ward, Senior Pastor and Stephen Leader at West Raleigh Presbyterian Church in Raleigh, NC.  Network Stephen Leaders should check with their pastor(s) to ensure they have followed their denomination’s requirements for communion to be served in a service of this kind.)

Scripture Sentences  (assign each scripture passage below to be read by a different 

                                     Stephen Minister or Stephen Leader)

Matt. 11:28, 29
Jesus says:

Come to me,

all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,

and I will give you rest.

Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me;

for I am gentle and humble in heart,

and you will find rest for your souls.

John 6:35, 37

I am the bread of life.

Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,

and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.

Everything that the Father gives me will come to me,

and anyone who comes to me I will never drive away.

Matt. 18:20

For where two or three are gathered in my name,

I am there among them.

Matt. 5:6

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,

for they will be filled.

Rev. 3:20

Behold, I stand at the door and knock;

if you hear my voice and open the door,

I will come in to you and eat with you,

and you with me.
Confession

In the Lord's Supper,

Christ is present by the power of the Holy Spirit,

and offers us his body, broken for our sake,

and his blood, shed for the forgiveness of our sins.

As we prepare to receive this great gift,

let us confess our sin

and hear the promise of forgiveness.

One:
Merciful God,


we confess that we have sinned against you 

in our thoughts, in our words, in our actions.

All:
We have done things we should not have done.


We should have done things we have not done.


(silence)

One:
You have loved us, but we have not loved you.

All:
We have fallen short of your commandment 

to love God, heart, mind and strength, 

to love our neighbor as ourselves. 


(silence)

One:
We need your mercy O God, 

to strengthen us to do what you have called us to do.

All:
We want to do your will.


We want to serve those who hurt and feel alone.


We want to be good and effective Stephen Ministers.


(silence)

One:
Each of us is a sheep of God’s own fold, 

a lamb of God’s own flock

a sinner of God’s own redeeming,

All:
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
Scripture Reading
2 Corinthians 2:14-17

Thanks be to God, 

who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, 

and through us spreads in every place the fragrance 

that comes from knowing him. 

For we are the aroma of Christ to God 

among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing; 

to the one a fragrance from death to death, 

to the other a fragrance from life to life. 

Who is sufficient for these things?  

For we are not peddlers of God's word like so many; 

but in Christ we speak as persons of sincerity, 

as persons sent from God 

and standing in his presence.
Scripture Sharing Exercise (in pairs) Stephen Ministers break into pairs and reflect on the above scripture passage together.  Then, still in pairs, take turns expressing how you experience the “fragrance of Christ” through your partner’s gifts.

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper

According to Luke,

when our risen Lord was at table with his disciples,

he took the bread, and blessed and broke it,

and gave it to them.

Then their eyes were opened

and they recognized him.

The Great Thanksgiving

One:
God we praise you.


We call heaven and earth to praise you.


You made the world and put us here 

to care for your Creation 

and serve your people

All:
We thank you for the example of Jesus and his saving work.


He shares our joys and sorrows.


Sharing a table with sinners, he brings welcome


Teaching, he brings guidance


Visiting the sick, he brings healing


In his death, he brings Life,


In his resurrection, he guarantees our eternal life,


At the right hand of the Father, he prays with and for us.

One:
We take loaf of bread and a cup, O God,


And pray for your Spirit, to set these apart for a holy purpose, 


a proclamation of the cross and resurrection 

that we can taste and see.

All:
Encourage us in hope,


Inspire us in love, 

that we may be faithful disciples 

until we share the feast in glory.

Lord’s Prayer in unison:  

Our Father…
Words of Institution  (Stephen Ministers pass the bread/cup to person next to  

                                      them – filling in the person’s name below)


“________, the body of Christ, the bread of heaven.” 

Amen.

“________, the blood of Christ, the cup of salvation.” 

Amen.
Closing Prayer (get back into same pairs as before)  Each Stephen Minister partner  

                           offers a prayer of thanksgiving for the gifts their partner exhibits  

                           which were brought out in the exercise above.

