Grace Community Church
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Service of Commissioning*

2004

CLASS MEMBERS

Prior to the service:
Those being commissioned should obtain an unlighted candle in a holder and keep it with them throughout all the services.  Candles will be in baskets by the pedestals at the front of the sanctuary. 

As the service begins:

Those being commissioned should sit with their families.  We purposely want everyone scattered across the congregation and not sitting as one large group.

As the choir and congregation sing “I WILL BE THE ONE”:  

Listen for cue:  “Like a city on a hill, who will shine the light?  In a world of darkness, who will hold it high?”

When the choir begins singing this second verse, those being commissioned are to leave their seats, carry their unlighted candles, and come forward to stand on the platform steps.  


(Stand on steps in center of platform at the 5:30 service)  The two Sunday services we share our commissioning with a mission team, also being commissioned. 

Word of thanks or information about Stephen Ministry (1-2 minutes):


Pat McInnes

Commissioning questions (asked to group being commissioned):  (Ed) 

 ED – Comm. Questions

· HAVE YOU EXPERIENCED THE LIGHT OF CHRIST IN YOUR LIFE, HAVE YOU?

· Do you understand you are called to be partners with Christ and to share his love and light with those inside and outside this church? Do you?

· Will you seek to share the love and light of Christ as you are sent into the church, the community and the world? Will you?
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Blessing:  (Ed)

May Christ’s light shine in you to light your way.  

May Christ’s light shine around you to light the way for others.  

May Christ’s light shine through you to bring glory to God, the giver of Light.  Amen.

Active SM’s will light your candles….

 **Once all those being commissioned have had their candles lighted, the newly commissioned group disperses and returns to their congregational seats where they DO NOT extinguish their candles.

Listen for the cue: When the choir sings “We are a family whose hearts are blazing, so let’s raise our candles and light up the sky”  all Stephen Ministers raise their lighted candles and keep them raised to the end of the song.  At the end of the song, candles are lowered and extinguished. 

After each service:
Small candles need to be returned to the baskets by each pedestal.  Those being commissioned need to get their candles before each service or keep them between the two Sunday services.

*  Those being commissioned as Stephen Ministers will gather at 5:00PM Saturday, 2/9.  During this time they will be informed about what will be happening and what they are to do and for prayer time.

Leave the 10:45 service after the candles are put out. Brunch follows at Griffins at 11:30. Leaders, class and one guest each.  Back room is reserved for us. Brunch is on your own.
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